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Who cares?  
The unintended 
consequences of policy for 
migrant families.
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Migration and mobility 
through a care framework
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care/mobility nexus



MOBILITY TURN 
 
 
 

Transnational families 
 
Long-term migrant 
Seasonal/temporary 
Refugee/ asylum seeker 
e.g. Domestic care workers 
 
Commuter 
Expatriate   
Fly-in Fly-out  
International students (third culture kids) 
Retirement migrants   
e.g. Astronaut families, parachute children 
 
Living Apart Together LAT families  
(short and long distance) 
Multi-local families 
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65 yrs >  
2011 = 14% 
2056 = 23% 
 
Non working-
age pop’n 2.2% 
 
Working-age 
pop’n 1.3% 
 
(ABS 2012) 
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Sandwich  
generation 

 

multi-generational households increased by 27% since 1981 
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PEOPLE FROM OVER 200 COUNTRIES LIVE IN AUSTRALIA 
 
14.2% BORN OVERSEAS IN NESB COUNTRIES (ABS 2001) 
15% OF AUSTRALIANS >5 YRS SPEAK LOTE (ABS 2001) 
2.4% INDIGENOUS (ABS 2001) 
35% AUSTRALIAN (ABS 2001) 
 
36.1% ENGLISH OR ENG-AUST (7.2 MILLION) (ABS 2011) 
910,000 ENGLAND BORN RESIDENTS IN 2011 (4%) 
 

 
AUSTRALIA = SETTLER SOCIETY 

 
44% MIGRANTS OR CHILDREN OF MIGRANTS (ABS 2006) 
25% AUSTRALIANS BORN OVERSEAS (ABS 2009) 12.5% US 2008 
20% 2ND GEN IMMIGRANTS (ABS 2006) 10.9% 2ND GEN US 2008 
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News.com.au 2008 
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